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authorities, not without some support in the
English Press, that the Afghans had been the
aggressors and had brought their fate on them-
selves. At first the two Governments agreed to
submit the question to arbitration, but afterwards
preferred arranging it by direct negotiation.
Penjdeh remained Russian, and no more was heard
of the alleged outrage on our Afghan allies. Its
historic effect was to lower England in the eyes of
Europe and the Liberal Cabinet in the eyes of
England, although their rivals would have been
even less inclined to make war for such a quarrel.

Gladstone and his Government were still more
unfortunate in their relations with disorder in
Ireland than with disorder in Africa and Asia.
Their provisional settlement of the agrarian question
only brought the Nationalist question more fully
into view. They prosecuted Parnell on a charge of
seditious conspiracy, but failed to satisfy a Dublin
jury of his guilt. Then, taking advantage of the
exceptional powers conferred on them by the suspen-
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act, they imprisoned
him without a trial. The only apparent result was
a fresh epidemic of agrarian outrages. Parnell,
on his side, soon got tired of being in prison, and
promised, if he were let out, to co-operate with the
Government in passing Liberal measures. He was,
in fact, set free after a short detention, but not, as
would appear, on the strength of his promise, which
proved rather embarrassing than otherwise to those
who were to benefit by it, and whom public opinion
now accused of leaning for support on a rebel and
a traitor.